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The Doctrinal Deviations within Sufism and their
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Abstract

This research aims to identify the most significant doctrinal deviations within
Sufism and to examine the role of deviant Sufism in the decline of the Ottoman
Empire. Its importance lies in the fact that most of the doctrinal conditions
prevalent during the Ottoman era are still present in our time, necessitating a
study of these doctrinal deviations to safeguard and protect Islamic creed. The
nature of the topic required the use of multiple methodologies commonly
employed in theoretical academic studies. The research revealed several
findings, including: that most studies discussing the decline of the Ottoman
Empire focused on historical aspects and neglected the crucial doctrinal
dimension in its collapse. Furthermore, the doctrinal deviations of Sufism,
which influenced the decline of the Ottoman Empire, were numerous, most
notably the Sufis' belief in the doctrine of pantheism (wahdat al-wujid). The
Sufis relied on sources contradicting the Qur'an and Sunnah, which led to their
deviation in the fundamental principle of monotheism (tawhid), resulting in the
spread of ignorance, religious innovations (bid ‘ah), and polytheistic practices
(shirk) among them.
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