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The Body and the Strategy of Appropriation: The
Calf of the Samaritan as a Model: A Lexical and
Functional Approach

Abderrahman Hilali
PhD Researcher
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
Université Sultan Moulay Slimane, Morrocco

Abstract

This study explores the pattern of seduction attributed to Satan, understood as a

transcendent and autonomous entity that operates within a distinct and complex  Paper Information

system in which various "satanic"” actions intersect. This entity may actualize its  Date received: 14/06/2025
presence either through jinn or humans - as exemplified in the cases of Iblis Date accepted: 29/06/2025
(from among the jinn) and al-Samiri (from among humans). Given that humans  Date issued: 03/01/2026
themselves can engage in seduction, the research investigates the notion of the

"body" within the context of al-Samiri's seduction of the Israelites through the

"bodily calf." Through this figure, al-Samiri employed an appropriation

strategy-understood here as a withdrawal from, or obstruction of, the path of

guidance-through captivating techniques that function primarily by distorting

or maligning acts of goodness and righteousness.

The research further engages the dual concepts of "memory" and

"forgetfulness" as central to the regulation of human behavior. It seeks to Keywords
examine possible connections between these concepts on the one hand, and the  body, strategy of
concept of "body" on the other, especially considering signs found in Surah al-  appropriation, Satan,

A ‘raf and other Qur’anic verses referencing the calf, along with verses alluding  memory, forgetfulness
implicitly to the idea of embodiment.

Methodologically, the study adopts a functional approach grounded in lexical
analysis, examining the Qur anic semantics of "calf" and "body" to trace their
implications and functional impact. It ultimately poses the following question:
How did al-Samiri employ the strategy of appropriation to seduce the Israelites
through the "bodily calf?

The study concludes that the body is a seductive medium accessed through
visual perception, aiming to occupy memory - as the image of the body resists
oblivion- by furnishing the target’s mental space. This is achieved through
encoding the body with symbolic meanings via naming, ultimately capturing the
target’s heart until the body-name becomes a belief embodied in behavior.
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