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Abstract

The Sultans of Upper Awaliq were among the most steadfast opponents of
British policy in the southern regions. Their resistance began with Britain's
initial interventions in the affairs of the southern sultanates and emirates, which
extended beyond Aden from the last quarter of the 19th century onwards.
British indirect intervention in the affairs of the southern sultanates and
emirates, particularly those east of Fadhli, began after the Ottoman Turks
regained control of northern Yemen in 1872. The Ottomans asserted their right
to rule Aden and other southern regions, claiming them as an extension of the
Islamic Caliphate over the entire Arabian Peninsula. Anticipating the danger
posed by Ottoman assertions to their position in Aden, the British endeavoured
to expand their dominion over the entire southern hinterland, encompassing the
Upper Awaliq. To pre-empt Ottoman demands, they forged protective covenants
with the regional potentates. The Sultans of Upper Awaliq perceived the
expansion of British protection as a threat to their own influence and authority
in the region. They resisted British efforts to extend their protectorate over the
southern areas east of Aden. From the 1880s onwards, tensions between the
Sultans of Upper Awaliq and the British escalated. The British opposed the
Sultans' attempts to exert dominance over Fadhli and Lahij lands. Moreover,
the Sultans refused to come under British protection, posing a significant
challenge to British ambitions. This adversarial relationship between the
Sultans of Upper Awaliq and the British persisted throughout the evolution of
British policy in the southern Arab sultanates and emirates, culminating in the
reign of Sultan Awad bin Saleh bin Abdullah Al-Awlagqi, the last Sultan of
Upper Awalig.
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