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DASI: Digital Archive for theStudy of pre—islsmicArabianinscriptions.
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CIAS: Corpus des Inscriptions et Antiquites Sud—arabes, 1-1977, Louvain.
Ja: Inscriptions has studied by Albert Jamme.

MuB: Museum of Bayhan.
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Reading of a New Qatabaian Inscription from

Markhah Valley

Dr. Mohammed.A. Baelaian Dr. Mohammed.A. Al-Sedleh
Assoc. Prof., Dept. of Archaeology and Tourism Assist. Prof. Dept. of of History
Faculty of Arts, University of Aden Faculty of Education — Atag, Shabwah University

dr.mhommed99@gmail.com

Abstract

This article discusses the reading of a new Qatabanian inscription found in Wadi
Markha in Shabwa Governorate. It is the main stronghold of the Kingdom of Awsan
and later the Kingdom of Qataban. It dates back to the period between the 3rd and
2nd centuryBC. And its content revolves around a land that was forbidden to people
and was quarantined for the benefit of the Gods. This is what was known after the
advent of Islam as the land of the al-Hima, and is known today as the Islamic Wagf.
This religious decree issued by the two gods, Am and Nesuor, who are from the
religious complex of the Kingdom of Qataban. The text indicates the boundaries of
the quarantined land, the time period or date of the quarantine, and the villages or
tribes concerned with implementing this prohibition or quarantine.
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